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SUBJECT: ACTION MEMORANDUM - CORRECTION TO ACTION MEMORAN- 
DUM ENTITLED, "FOREIGN ASSISTANCE BUDGET APPEAL" 

(S/S NO. 7625122, DECEMBER 6). 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM ROBINSON 

1. THE PROBLEM. 

THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE FIRST PARAGRAPH OF MY ACTION 
MEMORANDUM TO YOU (S/S 7625122 OF DECEMBER 6), ENTITLED, 
"FOREIGN ASSISTANCE BUDGET APPEAL," WHICH YOU HAVE WITH YOU 
IS INCORRECT. IN A TELEGRAPHIC EXCHANGE WITH YOU IN 
MEXICO CITY YOU APPROVED REQUESTING AN ADDITIONAL $25 MIL- 
LION IN GRANT MILITARY MATERIEL ASSISTANCE FOR PORTUGAL, 

BUT DISAPPROVED APPEALING THE PRESIDENT S DECISION TO 
REDUCE GRANT TRAINING ASSISTANCE FOR PORTUGAL BY $1.7 
MILLION (THAT IS, FROM $3.0 MILLION TO $1.3 MILLION). WE 
REQUEST THAT YOU RECONSIDER THE LATTER DECISION AND APPROVE 
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APPEALING THIS REDUCTION IN GRANT TRAINING FOR PORTUGAL. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


2. BACKGROUND. 

WE STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT PORTUGAL WILL REQUIRE A 
$3 MILLION LEVEL OF GRANT MILITARY TRAINING IN 
FY 1978 AND 1979. THIS LEVEL OF ASSISTANCE IS DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO PORTUGAL'S INCREASED ROLE IN NATO, AND THE NEED 
TO TRAIN A CADRE OF PROFESSIONAL AND APOLITICAL MILITARY 
OFFICERS. WE ALSO NEED THIS AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE TO AS- 
SURE THAT THE PORTUGUESE ARE ABLE TO UTILIZE EFFECTIVELY 
AMERICAN-SUPPLIED MILITARY EQUIPMENT FOR THE AIRBORNE 
BRIGADE COMMITTED TO NATO. MOREOVER, THIS MODEST AMOUNT 
OF GRANT TRAINING WOULD BE IN CONSONANCE WITH YOUR APPROVAL 
OF OUR REQUEST FOR AN ADDITIONAL $25 MILLION IN GRANT 
MILITARY MATERIEL ASSISTANCE FOR PORTUGAL IN FY 1978. 

SHOULD YOU RECONSIDER AND APPROVE THIS APPEAL, THE MEMO- 
RANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT ATTACHED TO MY ACTION MEMORANDUM 
NEED NOT BE CHANGED, SINCE IT INCLUDES THIS APPEAL. 

3. RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT YOU APPROVE APPEALING THE REDUCTION OF $1.7 
MILLION FOR GRANT MILITARY TRAINING FOR PORTUGAL. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

4. YOUR EARLY ATTENTION IS REQUESTED IN ORDER THAT THE 
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT CAN BE SENT FORWARD 

5. CLEARED: PM:RERICSON; T:AJORDAN; P:PHABIB; 

EUR/IB :EROWELL; APPROVED: D:CROBINSON. 

ROBINSON 
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